30 January 2015

Budapest Airport honours outstanding aviation

partners following record-breaking 9 million year
Budapest Airport hosted its 8th Annual Awards Ceremony last night, recognising those airlines
and other closely-held business partners which stood out in various domains during its recordbreaking year. Having served more than nine million passengers, an all-time high in the airport’s
history, the evening was a chance to honour and thank airlines, concessionaires, ground
handlers, tour operators and other partners which worked together to continue the enhancement
of Budapest’s aviation and retail development in 2014.

Photo caption: This year’s winners at the 8th Annual Award Ceremony, hosted in Budapest
Airport’s Terminal 1 Event Center, including proud new victors Pegasus Airlines, El Al, Ryanair and
Brussels Airlines. (More photos are available on application)
Category
Most Punctual Airline
Best Developing Airline
Best Performing Airline
Best Newcomer Airline – Low Cost Carrier

2014 Winner
Finnair
El Al
Wizz Air
Pegasus Airlines

Highest Load Factor Growth – Full Service Carrier
Highest Load Factor Growth – Low Cost Carrier
Best Marketing Award
Highest Volume Cargo Airline
Best Performing Newcomer Cargo Airline
Best Performing Integrator
Best Lounge Operator
Best Ground Handler
Best Aircraft Maintenance Company
Best Performing Travel Agency

Brussels Airlines
Ryanair
Turkish Airlines
Cargolux
Silk Way West Airlines
DHL Express
Çelebi
Malév Ground Handling
Lufthansa Technik Budapest
WECO ONLINE

Some 300 guests from the airport’s carriers, operations partners, concessionaires and many
other agencies and enterprises attended the evening. By also promoting the bud:sport theme
throughout the evening, the airport underlined its prominent upholding of the sporting values of
never giving up, team spirit, a “can-do” attitude and a continuous desire for development.
The winners say a few words:
Best Developing Airline – UP by El Al. Janos Varadi, General Manager for Hungary: “The historical
links between the people of Israel and Hungary are deep and strong and it is therefore fitting that
our important new air services have also been recognised with Budapest Airport’s Best
Developing Airline. The relationship between UP by El Al and this airport is full of promise and
opportunity and with this award it is clear that our dear friends in Budapest feel equally
enthusiastic about the great future we are developing together.”
Best Performing Airline – Wizz Air. Abrán György, Chief Commercial Officer: “Budapest is our
home on many levels and we have considerable pride that 2014 was an all-time record traffic
year for both Budapest Airport and Wizz Air – after all our fortunes are bound together. All of the
employees of both enterprises are recognised with Budapest Airport’s award of Best Performing
Airline – an incredible achievement we have delivered together.”
Best Newcomer Airline, Low Cost Carrier – Pegasus Airlines. Burcu Alin, Sales Manager: “The
award of Best Newcomer Airline – Low Cost Carrier is tremendously important recognition for our
product because we work here in Budapest, and everywhere, in such an overwhelmingly
competitive sector. Pegasus operates a point-to-point service, as well as many connections,
building and providing a bridge between the people of Hungary and Turkey – people who
genuinely want to travel and do business in our respective countries while enjoying our great low
fares and very reliable service.”
Highest Load Factor Growth, Low Cost Carrier – Ryanair. Chiara Ravara, Sales & Marketing
Executive: “Budapest is a very competitive market so the fact that Ryanair has won the Budapest
Airport award for Highest Load Factor Growth (Low Cost Carrier Sector) tells us that people love
the new family and business orientation of the services offered by the Ryanair-Budapest Airport
base and that this is proof that they are showing their approval by taking our superb value, ontime flights from this great city in ever-greater numbers.”
Summing up the experiences of 2014 and speaking at the ceremony, Jost Lammers, CEO,
Budapest Airport said: “Tonight is a great chance for us to say a personal thank you to all our
aviation partners and recognise those achievers who have contributed to the fantastic airport
performance in 2014. It is also poetic that the awards are held in the Terminal 1 Event Center which
still holds so much history for Hungarian aviation.”
Notes for Editors
•

Budapest Airport Zrt. is the operator of Budapest Airport. It is owned by an international consortium
of investors, led by the privately-owned German company AviAlliance, an independent airport

•
•
•

manager holding a 52.66% stake, together with Caisse de dépôt et placement du Québec (20.17%),
Malton Investment Pte Ltd. (22.17%) and KfW IPEX-Bank GmbH (5%).
Budapest Airport welcomed 9.1 million passengers in 2014, flying on the airport’s services to 88
destinations across 35 countries.
Monthly passenger traffic growth in the period to end-December 2014 has exceeded +7%.
Budapest Airport’s route development for 2015 include:
o Vueling thrice-weekly services to Barcelona and Rome, starting 27 March 2015
o SAS four-times weekly service to Stockholm Arlanda, starting 29 March 2015
o Wizz Air twice-weekly service to Lisbon, starting 30 March 2015
o Ryanair four-times weekly service to Athens, starting 1 April 2015
o Wizz Air four-times weekly service to Maastricht, starting 15 May 2015
o Wizz Air once-weekly service to Hurghada, starting 16 May 2015
o Iberia and Iberia Express seven-times services to Madrid, starting 2 June 2015
o Wizz Air twice-weekly service to Alghero, starting 15 June 2015
o Air Transat weekly service to Montréal-Toronto, starting 18 June 2015

To find out more on Budapest Airport, visit www.bud.hu
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