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Qatar Cargo adds third weekly flight at Budapest Airport  

(Text prepared by Budapest Airport) 
 

Qatar Airways Cargo has announced that it will increase its weekly flights to three freighters 
between Doha and Budapest as of 7 October 2016. This comes after just six months of 
successful cargo flights between Qatar and Budapest, operated by Qatar Airways Cargo. 
 
The additional freighter will operate on Fridays, while the other two freighters operate on 
Thursdays and Sundays. Flights will be performed by Airbus A300-200F aircraft that typically 
offers over 60 tonnes of cargo on each flight. The dedicated freighters will complement the 
existing belly-hold cargo capacity on Qatar Airways’ daily Airbus A320 flights. This month, 
Qatar Airways celebrated five years of direct scheduled services between Doha and 
Budapest.  
 
“We are delighted to see the success of Qatar Airways Cargo operations, we welcome the 
frequency increase which is a quick response to market needs in Hungary and Qatar,” said 
Jost Lammers, CEO, Budapest Airport. He added: “The operations of Qatar Airways Cargo fit 
perfectly into our airport’s strategic plans to become a leading cargo centre in Central-Eastern 
Europe.” 
 
“Qatar Airways Cargo, through its hub in Doha, offers a gateway to the world and especially in 
the Far East for commercial and industrial partners in Hungary” remarked René Droese, 
Director of Property in charge of cargo operations in Budapest. He also said: “We highly value 
the partnership with Qatar Airways Cargo enabling Hungarian manufacturers to reach out to 
markets far away and build a solid base for growth and creation of further jobs in the region.” 
 
The CEO of Qatar Airways Cargo, Mr. Ulrich Ogiermann said: “Qatar Airways Cargo has 
experienced tremendous success with the twice-weekly freighters to Budapest, and strong 
support from our customers has created the demand to increase capacity by a further 50 
percent, adding a third frequency only seven months after inaugurating services to the 
Hungarian capital. Budapest remains an important strategic hub for Qatar Airways Cargo, and 
our services maximise the potential of its geographical position in Eastern Europe. With 
consistently high loads, we move a wide range of high-value commodities, including 
automotive parts, machinery, and a growing amount of specialist temperature-controlled 
pharmaceuticals to various destinations, not only to the 54-strong exclusive freighter 
destinations that Qatar Airways Cargo serves, but also across six continents via the belly-hold 
of the Qatar Airways passenger fleet via its state-of-the-art cargo facility at Hamad 
International Airport in Doha.” 
 
Between January and August this year, Budapest Airport handled 70.2 tonnes of goods, and 
air cargo volume increased by 14.8% compared with previous year, an outstanding 
achievement in the European market. Budapest Airport serves the robust Hungarian 
electronic, fine machinery, automotive, pharmaceutical, and biotechnology industries with its 
increasing international connectivity for these export-oriented businesses. 
 



 
Photo caption: Qatar Airways Cargo has confirmed a third weekly flight from Budapest Airport 
as of 7 October.  

Notes for Editors 
 

 Budapest Airport Zrt. is the operator of Budapest Airport. It is owned by an international consortium of 
investors, led by the privately-owned German company AviAlliance, an independent airport manager 
holding a 55.438% stake, together with Caisse de dépôt et placement du Québec (21.228%), and Malton 
Investment Pte Ltd. (23.334%). 

 Budapest Airport welcomed 10.3 million passengers in 2015, flying on the airport’s services to 95 
destinations across 36 countries. 

 Monthly passenger traffic growth in the period to end-August 2016 has exceeded +5.9%. 

 Budapest Airport’s route development includes: 
Launched since June: 

o Air Canada Rouge, thrice-weekly service to Toronto, 11 June 2016; 
o Wizz Air weekly service to Ibiza, 18 June 2016; 
o Bulgaria Air four-times weekly service to Sofia, 20 June; 
o Asiana Airlines weekly service to Seoul Incheon, 1 July; 
o Wizz Air twice-weekly service to Varna, 3 August; 
o Ryanair daily service to Berlin, 2 September 2016; 
o Wizz Air twice-weekly service to Porto, 4 September 2016; 
o Air Algerie twice-weekly service to Algeria, 15 September 2015. 

To launch: 
o Wizz Air four times weekly service to Bucharest, starting 19 September 2016; 
o Wizz Air weekly service to Fuerteventura, starting 30 October 2016; 
o EasyJet thrice-weekly service to Venice Marco Polo, starting 31 October 2016; 
o Ryanair daily service to Nuremberg, starting 1 November 2016; 
o Wizz Air weekly service to Lanzarote, starting 2 November 2016; 
o Wizz Air thrice-weekly service to Sofia, starting 1 November 2016; 
o easyJet thrice-weekly service to Amsterdam, starting 6 February 2017; 
o Wizz Air twice-weekly service to Faro, starting 1 April 2017; 
o Wizz Air four times weekly service to Hannover, starting 10 April 2017;  
o Wizz Air twice-weekly service to Bergen, starting 10 April 2017; 
o Wizz Air twice-weekly service to Lamezia Terme, starting 12 April 2017. 
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