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Vueling returns to Budapest Airport with seasonal service to Bilbao 

Budapest Airport, operated by Vinci Airports, has welcomed the return of Vueling Airlines, marking its 
first service from the Hungarian gateway since the pandemic. The Spanish airline will operate six 
flights between Budapest and Bilbao, providing a unique connection between the two cities during the 
holiday season. This seasonal route will run from 5 December 2024, through to 1 January 2025. 
 
Vueling will operate the 1,782km sector utilising its 180-seat Airbus A320s. With no other airline 
connecting Budapest and Bilbao, Vueling's service provides a distinctive travel opportunity for 
passengers to explore the vibrant culture and renowned Christmas markets of both cities, including 
Budapest’s celebrated market at Vörösmarty Square and the festive atmosphere of Bilbao’s holiday 
market stalls, offering a convenient and seasonal link for holiday travellers. 
 
As per IATA data, the indirect air traffic between Bilbao and Budapest has grown by 30% year-to-date 
August and Budapest estimates over 15,000 connecting passengers in 2025, having Bilbao as the 
largest unserved city-pair of Budapest in Spain.  
 
“We warmly welcome Vueling back to Budapest Airport after 4 years of hiatus,” said Máté Ritter, Head 
of Airline Development, Budapest Airport. “Their decision to commence this route is a strong vote of 
confidence of a potential successful operation in the winter period. We truly hope to see Bilbao online 
again soon, joining other airlines who already plan expansion at Budapest in 2025.” 
 
Travellers looking to explore the magic of Christmas in either Budapest or Bilbao can now take 
advantage of this unique opportunity to connect two enchanting destinations, fostering new cultural 
and tourism exchanges.  

 

 
Photo caption: Budapest Airport celebrates the return of Vueling Airlines as the airline launches a 
seasonal service to Bilbao.  

 
 
Notes for Editors 



 

• Budapest Airport secured the title of Airports Council International (ACI) Airport Service Quality 
(ASQ) Best Airport in Europe 2022.  

• Budapest Airport is the Best Airport in the Region, as recognised by Skytrax for 11 consecutive 
years from 2014 to 2024, based on passenger ratings.  

• Budapest Airport won title of Routes Europe Marketing Award 2024 (5-20 million passenger 
category). 

• Budapest Airport won title of Routes Europe Marketing Award 2024 – Overall Winner. 

• Budapest Airport promoted to Skytrax Four-Star Rated Airport 2023. 

• Budapest Airport named ACI EUROPE’s Best Airport in Europe 2023 (15-25 million passenger 
category). 

• Budapest Airport became the lead airport in terms of passenger growth and together with its 
airline partners is a key contributor to the development of tourism in Hungary and Budapest. 
www.bud.hu 

 
 
About VINCI Airports 
 
VINCI Airports, as the leading private airport operator in the world, manages the development and 
operation of more than 70 airports located in 14 countries. VINCI Airports draws on its expertise as a 
comprehensive integrator to develop, finance, build and operate airports, leveraging its investment 
capability and know-how to optimise operational performance and modernise infrastructure while 
bringing about their environmental transition. In 2016, VINCI Airports became the first airport operator 
to commit to an international environmental strategy, setting itself the aim of reaching zero net 
emissions across the network by 2050.  
For additional information, please visit: 
www.vinci-airports.com 
@VINCIAirports 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/vinci-airports/ 
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